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United States Department ol the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES SE NT TO D.~-
REGISTRATION FORM W
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See
instructions in How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register
Bulletin 16A). Complete cach item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information
requested. 11 any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable.” For
functions, architectural classitication, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categorics and
subcategories {rom the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative 1tems on continuation shects (NPS

Form 10-900a). Usc a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all 1items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Route 66 by Carpenter Park

oiher names/site number

2. Location

street & number Old Route 66 between Cabin Smoke Trail near Carpenter Park and the north bank of

the Sangamon River Not for publication
city or town Springfield and Sherman . vicinity
state  Illinois code IL county Sangamon code 167 zip code 62665, 62660

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this _x_
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National
Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the
property meets __ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant
nationally  statewide k locally. { _ See continuation sheet for additional comments.}

/[;‘ngé.:A-;«; //-/[to{vL' §/-N’*" f- DI B

Signature of certifying official Date

Ilinois Historic Preservation Agency
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets
continuation sheet for additional comments.)

does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See

Signature of commenting or other official Date

Statc or Federal agency and burcau American Indian Tribe
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Raute 66 by Carpenter Park
Name of Property

Sangamon County, IHlinois
County and State

4. National Park Service Certification

Loovreby certity that this property is:

entered i the National Register
__Sce continuation sheet,
determined eligible for the
National Register
See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Reaister

removed from the National Register

__other (explam):

Stenature of the Keeper

Date of Acuon

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)
_X private
_X_ public-local
__ public-State
___ public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)
~_bulding(s)
__ district
~ site
_X_structure
. object

Number of Resources within Property

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
0 0 buildings
0 0 sites
o1 0 structures
0 0 objects
I 0 Total
Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register N/A

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A™ if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Historical and Architectural Resources of Route 66 Through Illinois
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Route 66 by Carpenter )Park Sangamon County, [llinois
Name of Property County and State

0. Function or Use

Historie Functions (Inter catesores front mstructions)

Transportation/Road-related

Current Functions (Bnter categories from instructions)

Transportation/Road-related

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Other: Concrete Road

Materials (Enter catcgories from instructions)
Foundation  N/A

Roof IN/A

Walls N/A

other Concrete

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation
sheets.)
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Route 66 by Carpenter Park Sangamon County, [Hinois
Name ol Property County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Lpacable Navonal Register Criterta (Mark "X inone or more boxes Tor the criteria qualifving the property Ly
National Register listing)

N_ A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution o the broad patierns
ot our history.

13 Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past,
NoC Property embodies the distinctive characteristies of a ype. period. or method of construetion or

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic vilues. or represents aosivnificant wnd
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.
D Property has yiclded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X in all the boxes that apply.)

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
B reimoved {rom its original location.
C a birthplace or a grave.

D a cemetery.

-k a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
~F a commernorative property.
G less than 50 ycars of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Transportation
Engineering
Period of Significance A: 1926-1936; C: 1922-1936
Significant Dates 1926
Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
Cultural Affiliation  N/A

Architect/Builder N/A

Narrauve Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more contiuation

sheets))
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Route 66 by Carpenter Park Sangamon County, Illinois
Name ol Property County and State

9. Muajor Bibliographical References

{Ce the books, articles, and other sources uscd 1 preparimy this torm on one or more continuation sheets. )

Previous documentation on file (NPS)
Cprehminary determimation of individual listing (30 CFR 07) has been requested.
previously histed mothe National Register
previeushv deternuned chigible by the Nationat Rewister
desrenated o Natonad Historie Landmark
Crecorded by Histore American Butldings Survey =

recorded by Historie American Engineering Record 5

Primary Location ol Addiuonal Data
State Historie Preservation Oflice
- Other State agency
- Federal ageney
- Local government
University

Name of repository - Route 66 Association of Ilinois

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  approximately three acres
UTM Reterences (Place additional UTM relerences on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
| 16 276267 4417034 3

216 276414 4416679 4
See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
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Route 06 by Carpenter Park Sangamon County, Illinois
Nanwe ol Property County and State

b1 Form Prepared By

B Ll Tom Teague, Member

vrcamzaton  Friends of the Sangamon Valley datc November 15, 2001
street & number 1208 West Edwards telephone 217-787-8839
Qv o Springficld state  Ilinois zip code 62704

vdditional Documentation

Subin the following items with the completed form:
Contnuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic distirets and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photogeraphs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name  Springfield Park District (western portion)

street & number 2500 South 117" Street telephone 217-544-1751
city ortown  Springfield state  Illinois zip code 62702
and

name  Joe Carter (castern portion)

street & number Rural Route 5 telephone 217-544-7449
city or town  Sherman state Illinois Zip code 62660

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historie Places
tw nonunate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list propertics, and to amend existing listings. Response to this
request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).
f=stimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the tune
for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this
burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127,
Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington,
Y 20500
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Section Number 7 Page 1 Name Route 66 by Carpenter Park

Desceription

The nomimated segment was built in 1922 as part of State Bond Issue 124, 1 extends ane-quiater nale from
Cabin Smoke Trailb in Sherman to the north bank of the Sangamon River, which is within the COrporate itmits ol
Springficld. Ttwas used as part of United States Route 66 from that road s ineeption in 1926 until fae 1936
when a towr-Fne alignment of 66 was finished a few yards 1o the cast. The segment is located in Sections 1 and
2ot Springficld Township in Sangamon County, [inois.

The segment’s northernmost point is based on the beginning of the original and surviving lemplate st Cabin
Smoke Trail. [is ending point is when the template comes to a bridge abutment over the Sungamaon. Norih of the
starting point, a shortstreteh of original roadbed is stitl tn use, but the original pavement has been remon ed. i
have the shoulders and drainage ditches. About a mile further north by Tipton School Road, another

survaving portion of SBIL 124 was removed and re-engineered by the 1Hinois Departinent of Transportnon in
the 19905 1o facthitate propased development. The roadbed south of the Sangamon River has also been icmoved.

The roadway itsell s 16 fect wide and paved with a mix of cement and gravel. Except for the (i 75 Vards,
lour-inch curbs are still intact. There is a perpendicular expansion joint every 30 yards. For (he first 130 vads,
the roadway is Hanked by four-foot gravel shoulders and drainage ditches. Such surlaces, curbs and shoubders
were typical in the Uniied States in the early 1920s. Although cracked in places, the pavenicnt is arigmal with
only i few small asphait and gravel patches.

The nominated segment begins at its juncture with Cabin Smoke Trail, an access road 1o a nearby coll course.
and heads south. Carpenter Park, a nature preserve, borders it on the west. At the L25-vard nuok. o drives ay on
the cast side ramps up 1o the former site of a multi-purpose business building. Thut building hus been fong,
removed and did not stand on the section’s right-of-way. '

For the first 150 yards, the road is straight and level, heading due south. Then it curves eeutly southcast and
starts cutting downward toward the Sangamon. The east shoulder and drainage ditch disappear as the fand on
that side becomes up 10 eight leet higher than the roadbed.

On the west side at the 200-yard mark there 1s a large pile of broken pavement and other road debiris, s POt of
origin s unrecorded, bul carly road-buitding praclice suggests it came from just north of Cabin Smoke Trail.
None of it came from the nominated segment as that is intact.



NPS Form 10-900a ONE T 0 i e
(5-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register Of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section Number 7 Page 2 Name Route 66 by Carpenter Park

The Lud slopes down brietly at the 300-yard mark before climbing a sandstone blutl. At the end. the bloiT is
right next to the roadbed and stands 20 feet higher. On op there are small brush trees. An abutment of S aran
truss bridge built in 1892 is the nominated section’s southern terminus. The river is 23 fect betow
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Narrative Description
Statement of Sigaificance

The Route 66 by Carpenter Park road segment is significant statewide for histing in the Nationad Recister of
Historic Places. [t meets criterion A for transportation for its association with Route 66, 2 Mo nuliun;tl
transportation artery from Chicago 1o Santa Monica, California. Tt also meets Criterion C lor engsineerine as o
representative example of the typical road-building design standards set forth by the American /{.\'.\nci;ni:m o
State Highway and Transportation Officials as applied to [llinois in the 1920s. Route 66 by Carpenter Park
meets the registration requirements of the property type “Road Segment™ in the approved M uttiple Property
Documentation For “Historic and Architectural Resources of Route 66 Through [Hinois.” The period of
significance is 1922, when the road was paved, o 19306, when 1t was bypassed by a new, four-lune shiecnmoent ol
Route 66 a few yards (o the east. For a discussion of U.S. Route 66 as 4 “Road Seament” property lprc. Please
refer to the Muttiple Property Documentation Form.

When William Carpenter settled on land north of the Sangamon River in 1820, Kickapoo Indians still camped
on sandstone bluffs overlooking the waterway. The only road through the areas was known as Fort Clark. In
time, Carpenter acquired title to nearly a square mile of largely forested land in what is now Sections 35 and 36
Township 17 North, Range 5 West, of Sangamon County. For many years, he operated a sawmill on the
southern bank of the Sangamon. Its foundations are still visible. In the later Nineteenth Century, a span
commonly know as the Old Iron Bridge was built from the mill to the bluff on the northern side of the river.
The road arced gently west from the bridge, then headed north toward Sherman. Today only the nominated
portion survives in this area. It was used as a spur of Old Tipton School Road in the early Twentieth Century.

The road was paved in 1922 when the State of Illinois acquired the right of way and began building State Bond
Issue 124.

The new hard road was 18 feet wide, had curbs, and consisted of concrete and gravel. When the nations
highway system was created in 1926, Route 66 took SBI 124’s alignment through this arca because Howae
atready paved and it had Old Iron Bridge. In 1927, however, the stale Legan construction of a separat
ahgnment and new bridge for Route 66 a few yards to the east. But until that work was completed in 1936, this
roadbed carried the traffic of the nation. Carpenter Park formed its western boundary. 1 is 4 437 acte natun
preserve sold to the Springlield Park District in 1922 for $87,5(4) by Carpenter’s pranddavehter Sarah Jane
Principal trees near the roadway inctude black oak, white oak, elm and paw-paw. Borines by the Friends of th
Sungamon Valley show that many of the park’s trees are over 200 years old. One is 130, The castern boundan
1s turgely open land now owned by Joe Carter of Sherman. '
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The Himois Department ol Transportation no longer claims the right of way of the nominated roadbed. A
Division of Highways order dated December 1, 1930, called for the Oid Iron Bridge to be dismantled and its
trusses stored on the pavement north of the river. Engineers thought the bridge could be reconsiructed and used
at another location in the future. However, IDOT has no record available of when the bridge was actually
dismantied or what happen 1o the bridge. As a result of its long abandonment, the road retains is original cross-
scction. Soil has drifted down over the curbs in some areas and there has been weed growth, but both could be
casily cleared. The roadbed shows some signs of wear, but has not changed much in nearly seventy years.

As tecenty as 1918, there were only 3,000 miles of federally -paved rouads in this country. Today we have
37.000 miles of paved roads of all kinds in lfinois alone. The scope and speed of that changg e profoundiy
atfected all phases of American life. By studying our roads—how we built them, how we ve used them, how
we ve discarded them—we have opportunity to put them in true historical perspective and understand and
appreciate the changes they’ve brought. As our national road system observes its 75 anniversary. Route 66 by
Carpenter Park offers a unique chance to do just that. It is virtually intact because it has not carried tralfic for 65
years. Because the western half of the roadway and right-of-way belong to Carpenter Park, development is not a
great threat, either.

History

Ilinots began paving its highways earlier than most of America. In [9138, the state passed a $60 milhon “hard
road” bond 1ssue. [t was the first time a public works project had been financed in that manner. State Bond lssue
124, the road that inctuded the nominated portion, was buill with those funds in 1922 [ 1924 the state passed
a 3118 million bond issuc 10 continue its road butlding and Governor Len Small ran for re-clection on the
slogan “Complete Good Roads.” His campaign poster had two union bugs on .

Construction of SBI 124 followed a general pattern of the carly [920s. The cross section of this road included
to-toot wide pavement with expansion joints every 30 yards. For the first 150 yards, there are (our-{ool
shoulders on cach side. The cement and gravel pavement is six inches thick. In FO21 the average cost pe




NPS Form 10-900a CHAL Te 1o gy
{(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register Of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section Number 8 Page 5 Name Route 66 by Carpenter Park

mile lor such paving was $28,553. The road was closed 1 1936 when the new four-Lane alrenment of 66 opened
to the cast. In carly 1937, the iron truss bridge that carried it across ihe Simngamon River wis desmantled.
According (o records of the 1linois Department of Transportation, the trusses were stored oo the now-closed
alignment. Ad the time, engineers hoped the bridge could someday be reconstructed 1o carrry another road across
arniver. No records indicate if this ever happened when the bridge parts were removed. They Hikely were used
lor scrap metal during World War I,

‘Transportation

A grassroots lobbying cffort by World War | velerans, the American truck-building industry (which had
necessarily come of age during the war) and other supporters led to creation of (he national highway swstem in
1926. Planners adopted a concept advocated by Thomas Jefferson and later John Persing - osimple eridwork
ol roads criss-crossing the country from north to south and cast to west. But to show how hard raads could help
unily this country, they added the modern touch of Route 66. On a stngle path now. Americans could

travel between Chicago and Los Angeles, the nation’s second and third largest cities. Even the idea of
systematically numbering roads was an innovation then.

When it came into being in late 1926, Route 66 had no roadbed or pavement of its own. But because of it
symbolic importance, planners and supporters wanted it 10 have an immediate presence. Necessartly. then, s
first alignment was often one of convenience and opportunity. In llinois, that opportuntty included the recently
paved SBI £24 and its bridge across the Sangamon. These carricd Route 66 traflic ungil FO30 when a wider road
and new bridge were completed on a generally parallel path a few yards o the cast. That i« only [0 vears, but
they were the national road system'’s first and most formative years. The nominated section's roadbed and
general path had been there in some condition or name for more than acentury. At one time. it was known as
Fort Clark Trail and George Rogers Clark traveled it to Peoria as partof a military action against native Indians.
Later, it became part of Old Tipton School Road. But in its last decade, it affeeted Far more people than in all
its other years combined. Among them were the tens of thousands of people who drove 66 10 or from the 1933-
1934 World's Fair in Chicago.

Engincering

Route 66 by Carpenter Park meets Criterion C for engineering as a goaod example of state-mded highw ay
construction in the 1920s. It remains a significant reminder of carly engmeering and worknumship because i
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s generadly the same condition today as it was during the period ol iis orcatest use, Wil it s on FETTHINER
cement pavement and curbs, it s representative of road-building desien standards et forth Borhe Ncocan
Association of State Highway Officials. The close proximity of the bluff and the virtuad Lacl of shonlder G the
southeast end of the segment are representative in that they show the Himitations of technoloay aad fundie in
the 1920, They also evoke the topography of 19 Century American roads.

Several other segments of the original Route 66 in Hlinois are extant. This seamentchoweser has ot Canrredd
tralfic and has not been maintained sinee 1936, Only g maintenance truck for the Sherman-\V i Hlc water
district has occasional aceess (o it Thus its original cross-section template and generad conizonment are il
and virtually unchanged.

Integrity

The Route 66 by Carpenter Park segment contains a high degree of hisloric mtegriy ol assocttion. locaien,
design. materials, workmanship, seiting and fecling. It was part of Route 66 in Hlinois from 1926 19360, {1~
alignment is verifiable based on historic maps and Hlinois Department of Transportation records, 1 s
physical features include the cross-scction template with curbs, narrow shoulders i dradnaee ditches The
pavement s combination of concrete and heavy gravel has withstood traflic and then subsequent acgicet well.
And untike other curbed highways of its vintage, this stretch has not lost its curbs due 1o proodic resuifacimg,

Tourists, students and visitors to Carpenter Park, a 437-acre nature preserve. can hike this road’s suviving
length with no fear of vehicular traffic. Principal trees alongside it include black ouk. white ouk. chn and paw -
paw. Some are more than 200 years old. After the first 150 yards, when the road begins s slope tosnd the
Sangamon River, hikers are no longer able to see the new highway or any modern developmeat Lo the cast. To
the westis the preserve. In this visually sheltered setting, it is casy Lo recall or tmagine what traveling on Route
66 was like during its first decade.

Commercial development of the land between Route 66 by Carpenter Park and the newer Route 06 alionment
(now called Business 55 or Peoria Road) 1s a possibility. A significant length of original SBI 124 by nearby
Tipton School Road was realigned in the 1990s. This arca now provides a buffer between the park and new
development.



NPS Form 10-900a OMB No. 1024.0018
{8 86)

United States Department of the Interior
Naticnal Park Service

National Register Of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section Number 8 Page 7 Name Route 66 by Carpenter Park

Comparisons

North of Auburn in Section 34, Chatham Township, Sangamon County, is 1 16-fool wide COnCIcle seament thae
is .24 miile long. It is located north and west of the current IHinois Route 4 and is listed in the National Register
of Historic Places,

Southwest of Springficld in Scction 30, Woodside Township, Sangamon County_is & .25 mile road segment. |
extends southwest from the intersection with Woodside Road 1o Lick Creck.

South of Springficld on North Cotton Hitl Road is 2 .25 mile segment of 16-fooi wide concrete and araveld
pavement which used to carry Route 66 traffic south.. However, it wis closed otf inthe carly 19305 as Luke
Springficld began 1o {ill.
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Verbal Description of Boundary

The northern boundary s the old road’™s intersection with Cabin Smoke Trail. the acceas
road to the Rail Golf Course in Sherman. A quarter mide to the southeast, the southern boundary i~ biidoc
abutment on the north bank of the Sangamon River. The cast and west boundaries are southeast with the romd,
They coincide with the combined width of the roadbed and right-of-way, some 42 feet. The entire area s
contained in Sections | and 2 of Springficld Township in Sangamon County, Hlinois. The Carpenier Park or
west hall s within the city limits of Springficld. The cast half is part of the Village of Sherman.
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Justification of Boundary

The northern boundary is the old road’s intersection with what Cabin Smoke Trail. the aceess road (o the Rail
Giolt Course in Sherman. It is currently chained off. Only a maintenance truck for the Williamsyille Shoermao
Water District has access. The southern boundary was sclected because there is no langer a bridec acioss the
Sungamon River at that point. The cast and west boundaries were selected because they coincide with 1he
combined width of the roadbed and its right-of-way. The pavement within these boundaries is o bemenly
neglected, Tittle-used. but largely intact example of the state’s carlicst hard road buitlding, tt no longer “,N“wu\
with or 1s contiguous to any other pavement except Cabin Smoke Trail and the entrance 10 Carpenter sk hoth
of which lic atits north end. Another nearby section of original SBI 124 template by Andicw Road w s
realigned and reengineered by [DOT in the 1990s to accommodate a subdivision.

The segment’s boundaries encompass the area historically associated with this portion of the road rom 1922 (o
1950 and retain historic integrity.
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Route 66 by Carpenter Park
Sangamon County. Hlinois
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A series of new autonobile pavements re-oriented the early-twentieth century Sherman-Springficld cornidor.
Sout'gc: Nineteenth Annual Report of Division of Highways, January 1, 1936 to December 31, 1936,
([Springtield, HL]: State of llinois, [1937]), p. 36. Please note the location of the nominated road segment:



